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Registrar  General's  Office,  Ontario, 

Toronto,  December  1st,  1888. 

To  his  Honour  Sir  Alexander  Campbell,  K.C.  M.G., 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Province  of  Ontario: 

May  it  Please  Your  Honour  : 

In  compliance  with  the  Statute  in  that  behalf,  the  undersigned  respectfully  presents 
to  Your  Honour  the  Annual  Report  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1887. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  DRURY, 

Registrar-General. 
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REPOBT 


RELATING    TO    THE 


REGISTRATION  OE  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS 


IN    THE 


PROVI1TCE    OZF    ONTARIO 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1887. 


Parliament  Buildings, 

Toronto,  December  1st,  1888. 

To  the  Honourable  Charles  Drury, 

Registrar-General^  Province  of  Ontario. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  present  the   Annual  Report  of  the  return  of  Births, 
Marriages  and  Deaths  registered  in  the  Province  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1887. 
The  returns  shew  that  during  the  year  the  number  of   Births  registered  in  the  Pro- 
vince was  45,904,  of  Marriages  14,460,   and  of  Deaths  23,414,  shewing  a  decrease  in 
births  of  554  ;  an  increase  in  marriages  of  615,  and  an  increase  in  deaths  of  230. 

■The  total  registrations,   therefore,   number  83,778  j  a  small  increase   over  the  total 
of  1886. 

The  ratios  to  population  were  as  follows  : 
Births,  21.7  per  1,000. 
Marriages,  6.8     " 
Deaths,  11.5        " 


BIRTHS. 

(See  Tables  1,  2  and  S). 

The  full  Tables  of  Births  will  be  found  in  appendix  pages  iv.  to  ix. 
There  were  registered  in  the  Province  45,904  births,  ratio  to  population  21.7  per  1,000. 

Cities         8,559     "  "  27.5         " 

Towns       2,636     "  "  21.8         " 

Rural  Districts  11,195     "  "  20.6         " 

This  gives  one  birth  to  every  46. 1  living  in  the  Province. 

36.2  "  Cities. 

"  "  "  45.6  "  Towns. 

47.1  «  Rural  Districts. 

2*  (R.G.) 
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The  registration  of  births  shew  a  decrease  of  554  in  number.  Of  this  falling  off 
one  county  (Carleton)  alone  shews  a  decrease  of  485.  although  twenty  other  counties 
have  returned  less  births,  but  not  to  so  great  an  extent.  In  the  remaining  nineteen 
counties  it  is  pleasing  to  notice  increased  registration  of  births,  the  most  noticeable  were 
York  with  149  ;  Frontenac  with  124  ;  Lennox  and  Addington,  (united)  and  Brant 
with  94  each  ;  Muskoka  and  Parry  Sound  with  85  ;  Waterloo  with  67  ;  Bruce  with 
C6 ;  and  Peterboro'  with  62.  The  following  counties  were  the  most  prominent  for 
decreased  returns :  Carleton,  485;  Ontario,  144;  Oxford,  93;  Renfrew,  92  ;  Leeds  and 
Grenville,  (united)  78;  Hastings,  74;  Victoria,  71;  Lincoln,  63,  and  Peel,  62.  The 
decreases  in  the  other  counties  were  comparatively  small.  It  should,  however,  be 
remarked,  that  the  counties  reported  above  as  having  returned  less  births  in  1887  than 
in  1886,  returned  in  every  case  (except  Lincoln)  in  1886  large  increases  over  the  number 
returned  in  1885. 

There  was  also  a  falling  off  in  the  returns  of  births  in  the  cities,  principally  in  Ottawa, 
which  returned  376  less  than  in  1886,  St.  Thomas,  St.  Catharines,  Lincoln  and  Stratford 
combined,  a  total  of  108  less,  while  in  the  remaining  cities  there  were  large  increases, 
especially  in  Toronto,  with  215,  Kingston  with  173,  and  London  with  86. 

The  increases  and  decreases  in  the  towns  very  nearly  balance,  shewing  16  more 
births  than  in  1886 — the  largest  increase  was  in  Cobourg,  viz.,  58,  and  the  greatest 
decrease  in  Chatham,  42. 


SEX. 
(See  Tables  4  and  5). 

The  male  births  numbered  23,859,  and  the  females  22,045,  an  excess  of  1,814  males. 
An  excess  of  male  births  in  the  Province  appeared  in  every  month  of  the  year,  though 
more  particularly  in  the  months  of  June  and  December.  The  smallest  difference  was  in 
November,  being  only  two  per  cent,  more  males.  Separating  the  cities  from  the  Pro- 
vince the  difference  was  more  marked  in  every  month,  except  in  April,  in  which  month 
the  female  births  exceeded  those  of  the  males.  The  mouth  of  June  shewed  the  largest 
excess,  64. 

Table  5  has  been  compiled  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  the  excess  of  male  births 
during  the  last  ten  years.  There  was  a  total  of  224,044  male  births  to  207.757  females, 
a  proportion  of  107.8  males  to  100  females. 

Monthly  and  Quarterly. 

(See  Tables  6  and  7). 

It  seems  to  be  the  uniform  rule  for  the  largest  number  of  births  to  occur  in  March, 
and  the  smallest  number  either  in  November  or  December.  The  difference  between  the 
highest  number  recorded  in  March,  1887,  and  the  lowest  in  Decemher,  was  911.  In 
births  by  quarters,  the  first  and  third  quarters  returned  the  largest  numbers,  and  the  second 
and  fourth  the  least.     These  proportions  have  been  the  same  for  a  number  of  years. 

Plural  and  Illegitimate  Births. 

(See  Table  8). 

Twin  births  were  not  so  numerous  in  1887  as  in  1886,  as  only  303  pairs  were  regis- 
tered in  the  former  year,  while  in  the  latter  year  375  pairs  were  recorded.  No  cases  of 
triplets  appear  to  have  been  returned.     In  1886  there  were  three  cases. 

A  very  large  decrease,  viz.,  275  has  taken  place  in  the  number  of  illegitimate 
children  registered  in  1887,  chiefly  in  the  counties  of  Carleton,  Middlesex,  Wentworth, 
and  York ;  the  total  decreases  in  these  four  counties  number  207.  Evidently  these 
births  were  not  as  fully  registered  as  in  former  years,  as  the  average  for  the  ten  years 
preceding  1887  was  693  per  year. 


MARRIAGES. 

(See  Tables  1,  2  and  3). 

The  marriages  registered  in  1887  numbered  14,460  or  6.8  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion, an  increase  of  615  couples  married.  In  the  cities  3,447  were  registered,  11.1  per 
1,000,  an  increase  of  147  ;  and  in  the  towns  the  marriages  were  1,656  or  13.7  per  1,000, 
an  increase  of  312  over  the  number  of  marriages  celebrated  in  1886. 

Denominations. 

(See  Table  9.) 

The  Methodists,  as  usual,  head  the  list,  notwithstanding  that  there  was  a  small 
decrease  in  comparison  with  1886  ;  they  numbered  10,242  or  35.4  per  cent,  of  all  the 
persons  married.  The  Presbyterians  returned  5,810  or  20  per  cent.  ;  the  Episcopalians 
5,052  or  17.5  per  cent.,  and  the  Roman  Catholics  4,160  or  14.4  per  cent. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  married  in  each  denomination  except 
Methodists  and  Mennonites. 

Months. 

(See   Table  10). 

October  and  December  still  retain  their  prestige  of  being  the  favourite  months  for 
entering  the  married  state.  Of  the  14,460  marriages,  3,132  or  21.6  per  cent,  were 
solemnized  in  these  two  months,  whereas  in  May  only  875  marriages,  or  6.5  per  cent., 
were  celebrated.  For  a  number  of  years  previous  to  1887,  August  always  returned  the 
lowest  number  of  marriages. 

Ages. 


(See  Table  11). 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  in  only  two  periods  of  life,  viz.,  (under  twenty 
years  and  from  twenty  to  twenty -five  years)  did  the  females  exceed  the  males  ;  but  the 
excess  was  very  great,  2,664  persons  were  married  under  twenty  years  of  age.  Of 
these  2,533  were  females  and  only  131  males;  in  the  period  between  twenty  and  twenty- 
five  years  12,074  persons  were  married,  of  whom  7,035  were  females  and  5,039  were 
males.     In  the  other  twelve  periods  the  proportion  was  in  favour  of  the  males. 

The  following  abstract  shews  the  percentage  of  each  sex  to  the  whole  number  mar- 
ried in  the  different  periods  of  life  : 

Males   under  20  years  when  married     .9  per  cent. 


between  20  and  25 


25 

it 

30 

30 

t< 

35 

35 

« 

40 

40 

<( 

45 

45 

« 

50 

50 

n 

55 

55 

a 

60 

60 

it 

65 

65 

a 

70 

70 

a 

75 

75 

a 

80 

80 

and 

over 

^.ges  not  given 

34.8 
36.1 
13.6 
6.3 
2.8 
1.8 
1.3 
.8 
.7 
.21 
.12 
.24 
.01 
.32 

100.00 


males     17.4  per 

cent. 

48.6 

u 

21.2 

a 

6.5 

a 

2.7 

it 

1.3 

a 

.8 

a 

.4 

a 

.4 

u 

.2 

et 

.05 

a 

.02 

it 

Voi" 

a 

.42 

tt 

100.00 


Marriages  at  70  Years  and  over. 


(See  Table  12). 


There  were  nine  bridegrooms  who  were  seventy  years  of  age  when  married  and 
fifteen  between  that  age  and  ninety  years.  The  oldest  of  them  had  reached  the  patriar- 
chal age  of  eighty-nine  years  when  he  took  for  a  partner  an  old  lady  of  the  age  of  eighty 
years,  their  united  ages  were  169  years,  exceeding  the  total  age  of  the  oldest  couple  regis- 
tered in  1886  by  nine  years,  which  ranks  them  as  the  oldest  couple  married  in  Ontario 
up  to  this  time.  This  old  couple  were  married  in  the  county  of  Essex.  Three  brides  of 
seventy  years  and  over  were  older  than  the  bridegrooms.  The  greatest  disparity  between 
the  ages  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom  was  in  the  case  of  a  man  aged  seventy-four  years 
who  married  a  girl  of  twenty  years. 

Youthful  Marriages. 

Several  instances  of  girls  marrying  at  very  tender  years  were  returned,  viz.,  one 
marriage  was  reported  from  Algoma  in  which  the  child  bride  was  stated  to  have  been  only 
thirteen  years  of  age,  while  the  age  of  the  husband  was  given  as  twenty-two  years.  Four 
girls  were  married  at  fourteen  years,  and  twenty-seven  at  fifteen  years.  The  boys  were 
not  in  so  much  haste  to  marry,  sas  the  returns  do  not  shew  that  any  of  them  were 
married  under  eighteen  years  of  age;  and  only  twenty  were  married  at  that  age.  The 
united  ages  of  the  youngest  couple  married  was  thirty-three  years,  the  bridegroom  was 
eighteen  and  the  bride  fifteen  years. 
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TABLE  4. 

Births  by  Months  in  the    Province,    1887,  showing  the  proportion  of  Male  to  Female 

Births  in  the  Province. 


SEX. 

S3 

a 

1-3 

February. 

o 

< 

S3 

1-5 

-1-5 

g, 

S3 

«4 

u 

co 

A 

a 

CD 

-1-3 

m 

CD 
O 
O 

O 

5 

s 

> 
o 

s 

8 

co 

O 

Males    

Females 

1993 
1860 

1917 
1800 

2238 
2103 

2078 
'1937 

1998 

1882 

1906 
1699 

1972 
1802 

1979 
1912 

2063 
1854 

2042 
1759 

1860 
1820 

1813 
1617 

23859 
22045 

Total 

3853 

3717 

4341 

4015 

3880 
106.1 

3605 
112.1 

3774 
109.4 

3891  |  3917 

i 

3801 

3680 

3430 

45904 

Male   births  to 
100    female 
births 

107.1 

106.5 

106.4 

107.2 

1 

103.5  1101.2 

106.0 

102.2 

112.1 

|  108.2 

CITIES. 


SEX. 

>> 

u 
eS 

p 
S3 
c3 
1-5 

Si 

S3 

CD 

PR 

March. 

co 
S3 
S3 
1-3 

'si 

1-5 

S3 

S3 
«1 

a 

CO 

Kfl 

u 

co 

o 
o 

o 

CD 

> 

O 

CD 

S 
CO 

o 

CO 

p 

"eg 

O 
EH 

Males   

Females 

367 
344 

350 
304 

386 
364 

336 
356 

350 
331 

375 
311 

394 
358 

415 
371 

388 
356 

377 
325 

362 
313 

392 
334 

4492 
4067 

Total 

711 

654 

750 

692 

681 

686 

752 

786 

744 

702 

675 

726 

8559 

Male  births   to 

100    female 

•births 

106.7 

115.1 

106.0 

94.3 

105.7 

120.6 

110.0 

111.8 

109.0 

116.0 

115.6 

117.3 

110.4 
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TABLE  6. 
Order  of  Births,  by  Months  in  1886  and  1887 


MONTHS. 

1 
1886. 

MONTHS. 

i 

1887. 

Males. 

Females. 

i 
i 

Total. 

Males. 

2238 
2078 
2063 
1979 
1998 
1993 
2042 
1972 
1917 
1860 
1906 
1813 

Females. 

2103 
1937 
1854 
1912 
1882 
1860 
1759 
1802 
1800 
1820 
1699 
1617 

Total. 

March 

August 

April  

September 

January 

May 

July 

October 

February 

December 

June    

2243 

2095 
2102 
2o33 
2092 
2030 
1993 
1943 
1888 
1974 
1878 
1800 

2049 
1964 
1932 
1930 
1831 
1837 
1843 
1835 
1848 
1762 
1839 
1717 

4292 
4059 
4034 
3963 
3923 
3867 
3836 
3778 
3736 
3736 
3717 
3517 

March 

1    April 

1   September 

1 
August 

May 

|   January 

!    October 

i 
July 

February 

November    

June 

1 
December 

Total 

1 

4341 
4015 
3917 
3891 
3880 
3853 
3801 
3774 
3717 
3680 
3605 

November 

3430 

Total  

24071 

22387 

46458 

23859 

22045 

45904 

TABLE  7. 
Quarterly  Return  of  Births  in  1886  and  1887. 


QUARTERS. 

1886. 

1887. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Quarter  ending  March  31st 

6223 
6010 
6121 

5717 

'    5728 
5608 
5737 
5314 

1 

11951 
11618 
11858 
11031 

6148 
5982 
6014 
5715 

5763 

5518 
5568 
5196 

11911 

"              June  30th 

11500 

September  30th 

December  31st 

11582 
10911 

Total ,-.    . .  , 

24071 

22387 

46458 

23859 

22045 

45904 
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TABLE  8. 
Illegitimate  Births,  Twins  and  Triplets. 


Illegitimate  Bieths. 

w 

> 

H 
o 
u 

'3 

Pn 
o 
6 

■ 

[g, 
Eh 

YEAR. 

No. 

Population  to  the  whole  Number 
of   Births. 

>>03 

a>." 

*»© 

.2  8 

oStH 

m 

5 

03 

* 

o 
6 

1878 

575 
524 
671 
748 
966 
989 
644 
621 
671 
396 

One  in  every  70  Births 

"       78        "     

14.2 
12.7 
15.8 
18.3 
22.7 
23.0 
14.4 
13.7 
14.4 
8.6 

425 
378 
407 
384 
389 
377 
382 
238 
375 
303 
365 

9 

1879 

1 

1880: 

'      63 
'      54 
:      43 
'      43 
'      69 
'      72 
"      69 
'     116 

« 

6 

1881 

1882 

3 
5 

1883 

8 

1884 

8 

1885 

7 

1886 

1887... 

3 

Average  for  10  years 

680 

ths 

5 

TABLE   9. 
Marriages  by  Denominations,  with  Percentage  and  Proportion  to  the  whole. 


DENOMINATIONS. 


Methodists    

Presbyterians 

Episcopalians 

Roman  Catholics 

Baptists 

Lutherans 

Congregationalists    

Evangelical  Association 

Mennonites 

Quakers 

Other  Denominations  and  denomina- 
tions not  given 


Total 


Number  of 
persons  married. 


Per  cent, 
of  the  whole. 


10242 

5810 

5052 

.  4160 

1474 

600 

291 

185 

108 

56 

942 

28920 


35.4 

20.0 

17.5 

14.4 

5.1 

2.1 

1.1 

.6 

.3 

.2 

3.3 

100.00 


Proportion  to  the  whole 
number  married. 


in    every 


2..  8 

4.9 

5.7 

6.9 

19.6 

48.2 

99.3 

156.3 

268.0 

516.4 

30.7 
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Takle  13. — Shewing  the  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population,  in  each  County  of  the 

Province,  for  six  years. 


COUNTIES. 


Algoma 

Brant 

Bruce 

Carleton 

Dufferin 

Elgin 

Essex 

Erontenac 

Grey 

Haldimand 

Halton    

Hastings 

Huron 

Kent    

Lambton    

Lanark 

Leeds  and  Grenville 

Lennox  and  Addington 

Lincoln  

Middlesex 

Muskoka  and  Parry  Sound 

Norfolk , 

Northumberland  and  Durham  .... 

Ontario 

Oxford    

Peel 

Perth    

Peterboro' 

Prescott  and  Russell 

Prince  Edward 

Renfrew 

Simcoe    

Stormont,  Dundas  and  Glengarry 

Victoria 

Waterloo 

Welland     

Wellington    

Wentworth 

York  


1882. 


6.7 
10.4 

8.1 
23.6 

9.1 

7.5 
14.5 
14.8 


9.2 
11.7 
10.6 

8.9 
10.0 

8.2 

7.2 
10.7 
10.0 
12.6 
11.8 
10.5 
10.2 

9.0 
10.2 
12.0 
12.8 

9.5 


8.2 
9.5 
13.5 
12.1 
10.9 
15.9 
16.1 


1883. 


6.7 

11.3 

7.4 

23.0 

8.4 

7.7 
12.6 
15.8 

6 

7 

D 
10 

8 

9 


Total 11.3 


8.9 

11.8 

11.2 

10.0 

8.2 

11.8 

10.2 

11.9 

7.9 

8.1 

7.2 

10.3 

11.5 

10.0 

10.8 

18.1 

17.8 


1884. 


10.9 


9.5 

11.4 

7.3 

19.8 

9.1 

8.2 

14.4 

12.9 

7.0 

8.7 

10.9 

13.0 

8.0 

9.9 

10.4 

9.4 

9.1 

8.7 

13.8 

12.2 

8.6 

9.2 

9.5 

11.1 

10.3 

11.5 

7.7 

10.9 

11.1 

13.7 

8.3 

8.5 

8.8 

10.4 

10.9 

10.4 

10.8 

17.0 

18.1 


1885. 


11.2 


14.02 
12.5 

7.5 
19.5 

8.6 

8.7 
14.04 
13.1 

7.6 

9.4 
10.8 
11.3 

7.9 

9.7 

'9.2 

9.0 
11.6 

8.5 
13.02 
11.6 
11.9 

8.8 
11.06 
10.2 

9.4 

9.7 

8.1 

10.9 

16.7 

12.8 
9.2 
8.02 
9.2 
8.4 

10.9 

11.8 
9.7 

16.3 

19.5 


1886. 


11.4 


10.4 
11.5 
7.1 
21.7 
10.5 
8.0 
14.8 
12.0 
7.4 
8.2 
10.0 
8.1 
7.0 
8.8 
9.5 
10.0 
10.0 
7.1 
12.4 
10.1 
10.1 
8.9 
7.9 
8. 
9, 
10 
9 
9 
15 
12. 
9.5 
7.1 
8.1 
8.0 
11.4 
8.7 
9.6 
16.6 
21.3 


1887. 


11.0 


12.3 
14.0 
8.3 
17.5 
12.5 
9.7 
14.4 
12.8 
8.1 
8.8 
9.1 
11.0 
8.0 
10.0 
9.7 
9.8 
8.0 
8.4 
11.8 
10.7 
11.4 
7.1 
8.7 
9.6 
10.6 
11.4 
9.0 
9.7 
14.9 
10.1 
8.5 
7.9 
8.1 
9.0 
11.2 
9.0 
9.6 
16.3 
20.3 

11.5 


Death  rate  to  1,000  of  population,  during  the  last  six  years  in  the  eleven  Cities. 


Toronto 

Hamilton 

Ottawa  

London  

Kingston 

Brantford 

St.  Thomas... 

Guelph , 

St.  Catharines. 

Belleville 

Stratford 


CITIES. 


Total 


1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886.  ! 

20.0 

21.3 

20.4 

21.4 

i 

24.2  i 

17.7 

20.9 

18.4 

17.1 

18.4 

44.9 

39.4 

34.0 

28.3 

33.4 

16.0. 

13.3 

15.8 

14.7 

14.9 

22.2 

25.1 

17.5 

18.0 

17.7 

16.2 

13.5 

12.0 

14.3 

15.3 

9.8 

8.4 

8.4 

10.3 

13.5 

17.0 

14.7 

17.1 

15.6 

17.8 

16.2 

16.5 

19.0 

15.7 

17.6 

18.0 

16.8 

20.0 

18.0 

14,8 

8.6 

6.8 

9.2 

10.1 

13.7 
21.4 

21.3 

20.2 

19.7 

19.2 

1887. 


21.3 
16.5 
22.3 
15.6 
17.7 
15.2 
15.0 
17.3 
17.0 
17.3 
11.2 

19.0 
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TABLE  14. 
Quarterly  Return  of  Deaths  in  1887  for  the  Province. 


QUARTERS. 

Quarter  ending  March  31st 

"        ."        June  30th 

"  "        September  30th 

"        December  31st 

Total i 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

3321 

3098 

6419 

2945 

2719 

5664 

3170 

2812 

5982 

2767 

2582 

5349 

12203 

11211 

23414 

Per  cent, 
of  the 
whole. 


27.9 
24.2 

25.1 
22.8 


100.0 


Monthly  Return  of  Deaths,  arranged  according  to   numbers. 


MONTHS. 


March  . . . 
January. . 
August . . . 

April  

July 

May 

December 
February . 
September 
November 
October  . . 
June   


Males. 


1183 

1168 

1156 

1132 

1068 

982 

981 

970 

946 


831 


12203 


MONTHS. 


March  . . . 
April 
January . . 

July 

August . . . 
February . 

May 

December 
October  . 
September 
November 
June   


Females. 


1124 
1067 

1017 
996 
980 
957 
921 
918 
861 
836 


731 


11211 


TOT/\LS. 


Months. 

March  .... 

April  . , 

January 

August 

July 

February . . 

May 

December    . . . 
September  . . . 

October 

November   . . . 
June    


No. 


2307 
2199 
2185 
2186 
2064 
1927 
1903 
1899 
1782 
1749 
1701 
1562 

23414 


Per  cent, 
of  the 
whole. 


9.9 
9.4 
9.3 
9.1 
8.8 
8.2 
8.2 
8.1 
7.6 
7.5 
7.3 
6.6 

100.0 
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TABLE    15. 
Quarterly  Return  of  Deaths  in  1887  in  the  Cities. 


QUARTERS. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Per  Cent, 
of  the 
Whole. 

Quarter  ending  March  31st 

"            June  30th 

797 
764 
925 
656 

651 
725 
785 
593 

1448 
1489 
1710 
1249 

24.6 

25.2 

"            September  30th 

29.0 

December  31st  

21.2 

Total  

3142 

2754 

5896 

100.0 

*■ 

Monthly  Return  of  Deaths  arranged  according  to  numbers. 


MONTHS. 


July 

August  . . . 
March 

April 

January. . . 
September 

May 

December  . 

July 

February . . 
November . 
October  . . . 


Males. 


354 
310 
294 
279 
279 
261 
256 
230 
229 
224 
222 
204 

3142 


MONTHS. 


July 

April  .... 
August. . . 
March  . . . 

May 

June 

October  . . 

September 

February 

December 

January. . 

November, 


Females. 


319 
279 
264 
255 
230 
216 
203 
202 
199 
198 
197 
192 

2754 


Totals. 


Months. 

No. 

673 

August 

574 

558 

March 

549 

May 

486 

June 

476 

September  

463 

June 

445 

December  ....    

428 

February 

423 

November 

October 

414 
407 

5896 
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TABLE  20. — Shewing  the  Population  and  Deaths  in  each  County;  also 
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the  ten  highest  Causes  of  Death,  with  the  ratio  to  Population  in  1887. 
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EXPLANATIONS  OF  THE  DIAGRAMS  AND  REMARKS  ON  THE  VARIOUS 

DEATH  TABLES. 

Explanation  of  the  Diagrams. 

Diagrams  1  and  2. 

The  mortality  in  the  Province,  in  the  cities,  in  the  towns  and  in  the  rural  districts 
are  indicated  in  these  diagrams  by  the  following  different  lines  : — 


for  the  Province. 

"     "     Cities. 

_      _      _  «     «     Towns. 

-J-   -\    -f  "     "     Rural  Districts. 

Diagram  No.  1  shews  the  deaths  in  each  month  of  the  year  in  each  of  the  four 
localities. 

Comparing  the  mortality  in  these  localities,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  two  highest 
points  in  the  death-rate  in  the  Province  were  in  January  and  March,  and  in  the  rural 
districts  the  two  highest  points  were  also  in  the  same  months.  In  the  Province,  the 
month  of  March  indicated  the  highest  mortality  of  the  two  points,  and  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts the  month  of  January  held  the  same  position.  In  the  cities  the  two  high  points 
were  in  July  and  April,  the  point  in  July  shewing  the  highest. 

In  the  towns  the  points  in  August  and  July  were  the  two  highest,  the  point  in 
August  being  higher  than  the  one  in  July. 

The  two  lowest  points  of  mortality  in  the  Province  were  in  June  and  November, 
June  shewing  the  lowest  of  the  two  points,  and  in  the  rural  districts  the  points  of  mortal- 
ity were  also  the  lowest  in  the  same  two  months.  In  the  cities  the  two  lowest  points 
were  in  October  and  November,  and  the  difference  between  them  was  only  50  deaths. 

The  lowest  points  of  mortality  in  the  towns  were  in  May  and  June,  the  point  in  the 
latter  month  being  the  lowest. 

Diagram  No.  2  exhibits  the  death  wave  in  the  different  periods  of  life.  The  greatest 
mortality  in  any  period  was  under  one  year,  but  this  excess  of  deaths  decreased  very 
rapidly  through  the  periods  from  1  to  5,  5  to  10,  and  10  to  15.  In  the  period  between 
15  and  20  years  the  wave  commenced  to  ascend,  and  reached  a  high  point  between  20 
and  30  years.  It,  however,  again  descends  through  the  next  two  periods.  In  the  period 
between  40  and  50  years  it  again  ascends,  and  continues  ascending  until  it  reaches  the 
highest  point  of  mortality  since  infancy,  viz.,  between  70  and  80  years. 

Diagrams  3  and  4  present  a  comparison  of  the  death-rate  from  the  four  causes  of 
death,  viz.,  "old  age,"  "lung  disease,"  "fevers"  and  "diphtheria,"  in  each  of  the  four 
localities. 

The  following  summary  is  here  given  : — 

Old  Age. 

In    the  Province    the  greatest  mortality  was  in  April;  the  least  in  July. 

"  cities                  "  "                  "         May  ;         "         "       November. 

"  towns                 "  "                  "         April  ;        "         "       June. 

"  rural  districts  "  "                  "         February; "         "       July. 

Lung  Disease. 


In   the  Province    the  greatest  mortality  was  in  April  ;  the  least  in  July. 

«  cities                  "                  "                  "         April  ;        '*         "       July. 

"  towns                 "                  "                 "         December;"         "       June. 

"  rural  districts  "                  "                  "         March;      "         "       September, 


DIAGRAMS 


No.  I 


Diagram  shewing  the  ratio  of  Births  to  each"  1000  of  the  Population  in  each 
County  of  the  Province  in  1887. 
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Diagram  shewing  the  ratio  of  Births  to  each  lOOO.of  the ,  Population  in  each 
diagram  saewxuit  ^  ^^  ^  ^  proT1ELCQ  in  1S37. 
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No.    3. 


Diagram   showing  the  ratio    of  Deaths   to  each  1000  of   the    Population  in  each 

County  of  the  Province  in  1887. 


COUNTIES. 
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No.  4. 

Diagram  shewing  the  ratio  of  Deaths  to  each  1000  of  the  Population  in  each 
City  and  Town  in  the  Province  in  188"7. 
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The  figures  at  the  top  of  the  perpendioular  lines  indicate  the  ratio  of  deaths  during  the  year  to  each 
1000  of  the  population. 


No.   1. 

Death  Wave  in  the  Province,  also  in  the  Cities,  Towns  and  Rural  Districts  in  the 

different  months. 
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No.  3. 

Diagrams  presenting  a  Comparison  of  Percentage  of  Deaths 

Province- Total  Deaths,  23,414. 
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No.  3. 
from  Old  Ago,  Lung-  Diseases,  Fevers  and  Diphtheria. 

Towns— Total  Deaths,  1,604. 
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No.  2. 
Death  'Wave  in  the  same  places  in  the  different  periods  of  Life. 
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Fevers. 

In    the    Province    the  greatest  mortality  was  in  October  ;  the  least  in  June. 

"         cities  "  "  "         October  ;        "         "  April. 

41         towns  "  "  "         August  j  "  "  May. 

"         rural  districts  "  "  "  March  ;  "  "  September. 

Diphtheria. 


In    the  Province    the  greatest  mortality  was  in  November  ;  the  least  in  September, 

44  cities  "  "  "  January  ;  "  "       February. 

11  towns  "  "  "  December ;        "  "       September. 

"  rural  districts  "  "  "  November ;       "         "       September. 


DEATHS. 


Province. 

No.  of  Deaths,  23,414  i  ratio  to  Population,  11.5  per  1,000. 

The  Mortuary  Statistics  of  the  Province  for  1887  shew  very  little  variation  from 
those  of  1886  as  regards  numbers;  the  difference  was  only  230  more.  In  23  counties 
there  was  an  increase,  and  in  the  other  17  a  decrease.  The  county  of  Bruce  returned  an 
increase  of  88 ;  Elgin,  50 ;  Grey,  51  ;  Hastings,  171  ;  Huron,  98  ;  Kent,  56  ;  Middlesex, 
60  ;  Northumberland  and  Durham  (united),  69  ;  Oxford,  68  ;  and  Simcoe,  64.  Alto- 
gether there  was  an  increase  of  1,132  in  the  23  counties;  the  remaining  counties  returned 
a  decrease  of  902,  therefore  the  actual  increase  was  as  above  stated,  230.  The  counties 
returning  the  largest  decreases  were  Carleton,  261  ;  York,  168  ;  Leeds  and  Grenville 
(united),  124;  Norfolk,  61;  Prince  Edward,  47,  and  Renfrew,  43.  Fifteen  counties 
returned  an  equal  or  higher  ratio  than  the  average  for  the  whole  Province.  The  ratio 
was  low  in  the  comparatively  newly  organized  counties  in  consequence  of  their  being 
sparsely  settled,  and  the  facilities  for  registration  not  being  equal  to  those  in  the  older 
settled  ones.  It  should  not,  therefore,  be  assumed  that  the  low  death-rate  returned  by 
these  counties  was  an  indication  that  they  were  healthier  than  in  those  counties  which 
returned  a  higher  death-rate. 

Cities. 

No.  of  deaths,  5,896  ;  ratio,  19  per  1,000. 

The  deaths  in  the~eleven  cities  numbered  5,896,  a  decrease  of  454  from  the  number 
registered  in  1886. 

Four  cities,  London,  Kingston,  St.  Thomas  and  Belleville  returned  a  total  increase 
of  81  ;  whereas,  in  the  seven  other  cities,  there  was  a  total  decrease  of  535.  The  actual 
decrease  was  therefore  454,  as  above  stated.  The  returns  from  Toronto  shew  a  decrease 
of  162  deaths;  Hamilton,  81;  Ottawa,  260;  and  Stratford,  25.  The  ratio  per  1,000 
living  has  also  fallen  off  in  the  cities  from  21.2  per  1,000  in  1886  to  19.0  per  1,000  in 
1887,  caused  by  the  increase  in  the  population  and  decrease  in  mortality.  Ottawa  still 
returns  the  highest  death-rate,  22.3  per  thousand,  and  Stratford  the  lowest,  11.2  per 
1,000. 

Towns. 

No.  of  deaths,  1,604 ;  ratio  to  population,  13.8  per  1000. 

The  returns  from  the  towns  shew  that  the  total  mortality  was  28  less  than  in  1886. 
The  total  population  as  given  by  the  assessors  has  also  decreased  by  724  ;  consequently, 
the  average  ratio  of  deaths  was  also  less,  being  13.3  as  against  14.3  per  1000  in  1886. 
In  some  towns,  however,  the  death-rate  still  remains  high,  considerably  more  than  the 
average.     The  death-rate  in  Brampton  was  21.2  per  1,000  ;  in  Whitby,   19.6  per  1,000  -r 
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in  Gait,  16.1  per  1,000  ;  in  Napanee,  16.2  per  1000,  and  in  Kincardine,  15.1  per  1,000. 
In  Whitby  and  Gait,  diphtheria  and  diarrhoeal  diseases  were  more  than  usually  preva- 
lent. In  Napanee,  although  thepopulation  was  reported  as  being  less  than  in  1886,  the 
number  of  deaths  remains  nearly  the  same,  causing  the  ratio  to  increase.  In  Brampton 
and  Kincardine  the  ratio  has  for  several  years  been  high. 

Sex. 
(See  Tables  1J/.  and  15.) 

These  tables  shew  that  12,203  males  and  11,211  females  died,  a  difference  of  992. 
The  proportion  was  108.8  males  to  100  females  ;  therefore,  the  excess  of  male  over  female 
births,  108.2  to  100  was  more  than  equalled  by  the  excess  of  male  over  female  deaths. 
Table  5  exemplifies  the  proportions  of  the  sexes  for  ten  years. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Registration  reports  of  England,  Ireland  and  five 
States  of  the  American  Union  in  reference  to  the  proportion  between  the  sexes,  are  here 
given  : 


COUNTRY. 


Ireland 

England 

Min'sota,  U.S. 
Michigan,  " 
Mas'ch's'ts, " 
•Con'ectic't,  " 
Rhode  Is'd," 
Ontario 


Births. 


Excess  of 
Male  births. 


17,074 
2,590 
1,190 
1,632 
1,337 
735 
235 
1,814 


Proportion  of  male  to 
female  births. 


103.8  males  to  100  females 

104.7  " 

107.7  " 
108.2  " 
105.6  " 

109.8  " 
107.2  " 
108.2  " 


Deaths. 


Excess  of  male 
deaths. 


Excess  of  14,472 mal's 

"  of  763  females 

11  of  1,002  males 

"  of  1,323      " 

"  of  516  females 

"  of  163  males  . 

"  of  82  females. 

"  of  992  males.. 


Proportion  of  male  to  female 
deaths. 


105.5  males  to  100  females. 
107.7  females  to  100  males. 
118.9  males  to  100  females. 

115.7  " 

101.6  females  to  100  males. 
102.9  males  to  100  females. 
103.3  females  to  100  males. 

108.8  males  to  100  females. 


From  these  extracts  it  will  be  observed  that  the  excess  of  male  births  was  greater 
than  in  Ontario  in  only  one  locality,  viz.,  Connecticut. 

The  proportion  between  the  death  of  males  and  females  was  different.  In  Ontario 
the  proportion  was  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  bi-iths.  In  Minnesota  and  Michigan  it 
was  much  greater ;  in  nearly  all  the  other  places  the  proportion  was  less  than  in  the 
births,  and  in  three  places,  Ireland,  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  there  was  an  excess 
of  female  deaths.  The  Registrar-General  of  England  on  this  subject  remarks  :  "  The 
contrast  between  the  male  and  female  mortality  has  been  gradually  becoming  more  and 
more  unfavourable  to  the  former  sex,  probably  because  the  increasing  strain  of  competition 
tells  more  heavily  upon  men  than  upon  women." 

The  excess  in  the  mortality  of  males  in  the  whole  Province  was  the  greatest  in  the 
periods  "  under  one  year  "  and  "  1  to  5,"  whereas  the  greatest  excess  of  females  was 
between  the  ages  of  20  and  40  years.  In  the  former  there  were  4,311  male  decedents  to 
3,483  females,  a  proportion  of  123  males  to  100  females.  In  the  latter  period  the  deaths 
numbered  2,034  females  to  1,640  males,  a  proportion  of  124  females  to  100  males.  In 
the  cities  the  proportion  was  1,373  males  to  1,098  females  in  the  periods  "under 
one  year"  and  "1  to  5  years,"  a  proportion  of  125  males  to  100  females;  between 
20  and  40  years  the  deaths  of  males  and  females  were  nearly  the  same,  459  females 
to  456  males.  In  the  towns,  during  the  periods  between  20  to  40  years,  the  pro- 
portions of  the  sexes  were  the  same  as  in  the  Province,  viz.,  123  males  to  100  females; 
between  60  and  80  years  the  proportion  was  mnch  greater,  viz.,  157  males  to  100  females. 

Seasons.  r 

The  months  of  March  and  April  generally  return  the  highest  mortality  in  the  Pro- 
vince. September  was  second  in  1886,  this  was  quite  unusual,  as  in  previous  years  it 
ranked   low  down  in  the  order  of  deaths  by  months.      In  every  year  June  returns  the 
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fewest  deaths,  and  may  therefore  be  looked  upon  as  the  healthiest  month  in  the  year. 
In  the  cities  July  was  the  most  fatal  month,  caused  probably  by  the  mortality  from 
diarrhceal  diseases,  which  were  prevalent  during  that  month.  The  healthiest  month  in 
the  cities  was  October. 

Ages. 

(See  Table  16). 

The  mortality  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  was  48  more  than  in  the 
previous  year.  There  was,  however,  a  large  decrease  in  the  deaths  between  one  and  five 
years,  viz.,  352.  The  total  deaths  in  these  two  periods  numbered  7,794,  a  decrease  of 
304.  There  was  also  a  decrease  of  43  in  the  number  of  deaths  between  5  and  10  years. 
There  was  an  increase,  however,  of  473  deaths  at  ages  varying  from  50  years  to  100, 
which  shews  that  the  length  of  life  in  the  Province  has  not  become  shortened  but  rather 
increased. 

In  the  cities  the  mortality  of  children  under  one  year  was  213  less  than  in  1886, 
while  there  was  also  a  decrease  in  the  periods  between  1  and  5  years  of  322,  which  shews 
a  total  decrease  of  535  deaths  under  5  years  of  age.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  this  decrease 
of  infant  mortality. 

The  deaths  under  five  years  in  the  towns  was  less  than  in  1886  by  53,  while  thero 
was  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  over  50  years  of  age. 

Centenarians. 
(See  Table  17.) 

The  particulars  of  the  deaths  of  24  patriarchs  of  100  years  and  over  (the  same  number 
as  in  1886)  are  given  in  Table  17. 

Three  were  reported  as  having  lived  to  be  110  years.  Enquiries  made  of  the  relatives 
have  failed  to  elicit  satisfactory  answers  that  these  persons  lived  to  so  great  an  age. 

Nationalities  of  .Decedents  Over  60  Years  of  Age. 

(See  Table  18.) 

The  deaths  of  those  who  were  over  sixty  years  of  a*ge  at  the  time  of  their  death  num- 
bered 5,804,  and  this  table  particularizes  the  country  of  their  birth,  the  largest  proportion 
of  them,  1,670,  were  born  in  Ireland  ;  Canada  was  the  birth  place  of  1,228  of  them  ;  1,145 
were  born  in  England  ;  974  in  Scotland  ;  328  in  the  United  States  ;  228  in  Germany  ;  29  in 
France  ;  14  in  Switzerland,  and  the  remainder  in  other  countries. 

Causes  of  Death. 

(See  Appendix  Table  E.) 

In  former  reports  this  table  contained  the  names  of  159  causes  of  death,  classified 
under  five  different  divisions.  It  was  considered  that  by  grouping  the  different  nomen- 
clature of  a  disease  under  one  general  term,  and  giving  that  term  its  simplest  form  the- 
number  of  diseases  given  in  the  table  would  be  very  much  decreased  and  the  statistics- 
prove  more  attractive  to  the  general  reader.  The  ages  of  the  decedents  and  the  months 
in  which  they  died,  also  the  causes  of  death,  are  given  concurrently  for  each  county,  city 
and  town,  which  could  not  be  given  in  the  tables  of  previous  years.  The  following  will 
illustrate  the  system  adopted  :  In  previous  reports  fevers  were  divided  into  several  differ- 
ent heads  as  follows  :  "  Febris  Biliosa,"  "  Febris  Cerebro  Spinalis,"  "  Febris  Congestiva,"" 
{i  Febris  Intermittent,"  "  Febris  Remittens,"  "  Febris  Typhoides,"  and  "  Scarlatina."  In 
Table  E  in  this  report  all  the  deaths  from  the  seven  different  kinds  of  fever  are  grouped 
under  the  headings  of  Typhoid  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever  and  "other  fevers."  This  system  of 
concentration  has  been  carried  out  in  all  the  classification  of  diseases,  reducing  the  num- 
ber of  diseases  given  in  the  counties,  cities  and  towns  to  24  in  each  locality. 
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TEN  HIGHEST  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
(See  Tables  20,  21  and  22.) 
Old  Age. 

No.  of  Deaths,  2,617. 

This  natural  cause  of  death  heads  the  list  in  the  whole  Province  and  also  in  the 
towns.      In  the  cities  it  was  the  sixth  cause  of  death. 
The  ratio  to  population  was  as  follows  : 

For  the  whole  Province , 1.23  per  1,000 

"  cities    1.2 

"  towns 1.4  " 

"     rural  districts 1.2  " 

The  highest  death-rate  returned  from  Old  Age  in  the  counties  was  from  Frontenac 
and  Prince  Edward,  1.8  and  1.7-  per  1,000  respectively.  Kingston  and  Belleville 
returned  the  highest  rate  of  the  cities,  and  Whitby  and  Berlin  of  the  towns.  There  was 
an  increase  of  496  deaths  from  this  cause  over  1886. 

Phthisis  (Consumption). 

(No.  of  Deaths,  2,556.) 

This  disease  appears  second  on  the  list  for  the  Province  with  an  increase  of  137 
deaths ;  it  was  also  the  second  highest  cause  in  the  cities  and  towns. 
The  ratio  to  population  was  as  follows  : 

For  the  whole  Province 1.2  per  1,000 

"  cities 1.9  " 

"  towns 1.2  " 

"     rural  districts    1.07       " 

For  many  years  this  disease  has  been  the  highest  cause  of  death.  In  the  cities  there 
was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  of  52  and  also  in  the  towns  of  45. 
In  the  counties  the  highest  mortality  was  from  the  counties  of  York  and  Wentworth ; 
in  the  cities  from  Hamilton  and  Belleville,  and  in  the  towns  from  Kincardine  and  Barrie. 
The  most  fatal  period  of  life  from  this  cause  has  always  been  between  the  ages  of  20  and 
and  40  years  and  remains  so  in  1887. 

The  season  which  returned  the  greatest  mortality  from  this  disease  was  generally  in 
the  first  three  months  of  the  year  in  the  Province.  In  the  cities  the  second  quarter 
shews  the  season  of  greater  mortality. 

Pneumonia  (Inflammation  of  Lungs.) 
No.  of  Deaths,  2,289. 

Under  this  heading  are  included  all  lung  diseases  and  Bronchitis  j  together  they 
caused  the  third  highest  number  of  deaths  in  the  whole  Province.  In  the  cities  and  towns 
they  occupy  the  fourth  place. 

The  ratio  to  population  was  as  follows  : 

For  the  whole  Province 1.08  per  1,000 

"  cities 1.8 

"  towns 1.1  " 

"     rural  districts    .9  " 
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By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  Lung  diseases  were  most  prevalent  in  the  cities  and 
towns.  The  distribution  of  mortality  from  Pneumonia  in  the  different  counties  was  very 
unequal,  not  only  in  the  percentage  to  the  whole  number  of  deaths  in  each  county, 
but  also  m  proportion  to  the  population.  The  table  shews  that  it  ranged  from  2.1  per 
1,000  in  Wentworth  to  .3  per  1,000  in  Norfolk.  In  the  cities  where  the  deaths  from 
this  disease  were  generally  numerous,  the  same  inequality  prevails,  viz.,  from  2.1  per  1,000 
in  Toronto  to  .9  per  1,000  in  Brantford.  The  distribution  was  still  more  unequal  in  the 
towns.  In  Cobourg  it  was  3.3  per  1,000  and  varied  through  the  different  towns  from  that 
ratio  to  .1  per  1,000  in  Cornwall.  Nearly  forty  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  these  diseases 
occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  and  27  per  cent,  in  the  second  quarter,  so  that  67 
per  cent,  of  the  deaths  was  in  the  first  six  months  of  the  year. 

The  table  also  shews  that  526  of  the  deaths  in  this  class  were  of  children  under  one 
year;  and  280  were  between  one  and  five  years  j  therefore  816  died  under  five  years  from 
diseases  of  the  lungs. 

Nervous  Diseases  (Diseases  of  the  Brain.) 

No.  of  Deaths,  2,157. 

Under  this  division  were  included  all  the  different  affections  of  the  Brain.  They 
appear  to  be  increasing,  particularly  in  the  cities  and  towns.  They  stand  fourth  in  order 
of  mortality  in  the  whole  Province,   first  in  the  cities  and  third  in  the  towns. 

The  ratio  to  population  was  as  follows  : 

For  the  whole  Province 1.02  per  1,000 

"  cities    2.00       " 

"  towns 1.2 

"     rural  districts    7  " 

The  deaths  of  children  from  Convulsions  are  included  under  nervous  diseases,  and 
the  larger  mortality  of  infants  under  one  year  in  the  cities  and  towns  accounts  in  a  great 
measure  for  the  high  death-rate  from  nervous  diseases  in  those  localities.  The  ratio  to  popu- 
lation of  children  dying  under  one  year  in  the  cities  was  7.8  per  1,000 ;  in  the  towns  2.8 
per  1,000,  whereas  in  the  rural  districts  it  was  1.2  per  1,000. 

The  early  months  of  the  year  returned  the  highest  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases. 
March  returned  the  highest  number,  viz.,  216  deaths,  and  November  the  lowest,  viz.,  149 
deaths.  In  the  cities  the  season  of  greater  mortality  was  during  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember. 

Anemia  (General  Debility.) 

No.  of  Deaths,  2,034. 

This  cause  of  death  (the  fifth  in  the  class)  was  principally  confined  to  the  young  and 
old,  and  was  generally  given  as  the  cause  of  death  to  those  who  died  from  general  debility 
and  without  any  specific  disease. 

Ratio  to  population : 

For  the  whole  Province 9  per  1,000 

"  cities    1.6  " 

towns 1.1 

"     rural  districts    8  " 

i 

Infantile  Debility  included  in  Anaemia  was  the  cause  of  the  greater  mortality  in  the 
cities  and  towns,  the  returns  shewing  that  of  the  509  deaths  from  Anaemia,  in  the  cities, 
392  were  of  infants  under  one  year,  the  cause  being  given  as  (Infantile  Debility") 
and  the  same  excess  was  shewn  from  the  towns,  103  out  of  135  deaths.  More  deaths 
from  Anaemia  took  place  during  the  months  of  July  and  August  than  in  any  other  two 
months  of  the  year. 

4*  (R.  G.) 
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Heart  Diseases  (Including  Apoplexy.) 
No.  of  Deaths,  1456. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  have  increased  so  much  that  they  have  become  an  important 
factor  in  the  causes  of  death.  It  was  sixth  in  the  order  of  largest  mortality  in  1887  for 
the  whole  Province,  third  for  the  cities,  and  sixth  in  the  towns. 

Ratio  to  population  : 

For  the  whole  Province    7 

"  cities    1.3 

u  towns 9 

11     rural  districts 5 

The  mortality  from  these  diseases  were  confined  principally  to  those  who  had 
passed  the  meridian  of  life,  as  906  or  62  per  cent,  died  between  50  and  80  years  of 
age.  There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  much  variation  in  the  number  of  deaths 
recorded  during  the  different  months  of  the  year  from  these  diseases ;  the  second  quarter 
of  the  year  was  slightly  less  fatal  than  the  other  three  quarters. 

Diphtheria. 
No.  of  Deaths,  1,34.0. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  in  1887  was  1,340,  a  decrease  of  66 
deaths,  causing  it  to  recede  from  the  fifth  to  seventh  place  in  the  list  of  ten  highest 
causes  of  death. 

Ratio  to  population  : 

For  the  whole  Province 6  per  1,000 

"  cities    1.1 

"  towns 8         " 

"     rural  districts    5  " 

The  ratio  to  population  of  this  disease  in  the  different  counties  was  varied.  In 
one  of  them,  Prescott  and  Russell  (United),  the  ratio  was  as  high  as  2.1  per  1,000,  while 
in  six  counties  it  was  not  above  .2  per  1,000,  and  in  the  county  of  Prince  Edward  no 
deaths  were  recorded  from  this  cause.  In  1 6  counties  the  ratio  was  above  the  average, 
and  in  24  below  it. 

In  the  cities  the  mortality  was  greatest  in  Toronto  and  Guelph,  1.5  and  1.6  per  1,000 
respectively.     Ottawa  and  London  were  nearly  as  great,  1.1  per  1,000  each. 

In  Belleville  no  deaths  were  returned  from  this  disease,  and  in  Kingston  and  St. 
Catharines  only  five  and  three  deaths  respectively. 

Diphtheria  was  very  prevalent  in  several  of  the  towns  in  1887,  principally  in  Whitby, 
Napanee,  Woodstock,  and  Pembroke,  the  table  shewing  that  the  death-rate  was  3.1  and 
3.0  per  1,000  respectively  in  Whitby  and  Napanee  ;  and  2.5  and  1.9  per  1,000  in  Wood- 
stock and  Pembroke.  In  contrast  to  this  severe  mortality  it  will  be  observed  that  none 
of  the  deaths  from  the  towns  of  Kincardine,  Owen  Sound,  Perth,  Picton,  and  Port  Hope 
were  caused  through  Diphtheria.  The  deaths  of  130  infants  under  one  year  were 
recorded,  the  mortality,  however,  was  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  period  between 
the  ages  of  one  and  fifteen  years  as  the  returns  shew  that  out  of  the  total  deaths  from 
diphtheria  (1,340),  no  less  than  1,105  died  during  that  period.  There  were  a  few  deaths 
from  this  cause  at  60  years  and  over. 

The  last  quarter  of  the  year  was  the  most  fatal  season  for  this  disease,  as  429  deaths, 
nearly  30  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  occurred  during  that  period.  The  third  quarter  appeared 
to  have  been  the  least  fatal  from  this  cause,  as  only  239  deaths,  or  17  per  cent.,  were 
returned  during  that  quarter. 
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Enteritis  and  Gastritis  (Inflammation  of  the  Bowels  and  Stomach.) 

No.  of  Deaths,  854- 
Under  this  heading  were  included  all  diseases  of  the  bowels  and  stomach.     They 
stand  eighth  in  the  list  for  the  Province,  and  last  in  the  cities  and  towns. 
The  ratio  to  population  was  as  follows  : — 

For  the  Province 4  per  1,000 

cities 7  " 

'•         towns 4  " 

"         rural  districts " 

The  majority  of  the  deaths  from  the  diseases  included  under  Enteritis  were  of  those 
over  30  years  of  age,  though  166  infants  died  under  one  year.  The  season  most  fatal 
was  during  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September. 

Diarrheal  Diseases  (Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery.) 

No.  of  Deaths,  848. 

These  diseases  were  the  ninth  of  the  10  highest  causes  of  death  in  the  Province  and 
towns,  and  eighth  in  the  cities.  They  were  most  prevalent  in  the  cities  and  towns,  con- 
sequently the  death-rate  in  those  localities  was  higher  than  in  the  rural  districts. 

The  ratio  to  population  was  as  follows  : — 

For  the  whole  Province 4  per  1,000 

"         cities 8 

"         towns 6         " 

"         rural  districts , 3         " 

The  young  and  old  are  the  victims  of  these  complaints,  particularly  the  former,  as 
624  or  72  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  from  them  were  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age,  and  the  hot  months  of  July,  August,  and  September,  were  the  most  fatal. 

Cancer. 

No.  oj  Deaths,  61 4. 

The  returns  of  mortality  from  this  cause  in  1887  shew  an  increase  of  174  over  the 
number  returned  in  1886,  which  raises  it  to  the  tenth  place  in  the  list  of  highest 
causes  of  death  for  the  Province.  It  was  not  on  the  list  in  1886  and  does  not  appear  on 
the  list  in  the  cities  and  towns,  as  Fevers  and  Cholera  Infantum  still  return  a  larger 
mortality  than  Cancer  in  those  localities. 

The  ratio  to  population  : — 

For  the  whole  Province ...      .29  per  1,000 

"         cities 5         " 

"         towns 3  " 

"         rural  districts 1  " 

It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  this  Report  to  endeavor  to  assign  the  cause  of  this 
steady  increase  in  the  mortality  from  Cancer  ;  that  belongs  to  medical  scientists,  and 
should  engage  their  most  careful  study.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  actual 
number  of  cases  of  sickness  from  Cancer,  so  that  the  proportion  of  recovery  to  fatality 
could  be  shewn.  Not  having  the  required  data  to  determine  this,  only  the  mortality 
according  to  age  and  season  can  be  given.  Out  of  614  deaths  from  this  cause  471,  or 
over  76  per  cent.,  died  between  40  and  80  years  of  age.  The  distribution  of  the  deaths 
throughout  the  different  months  of  the  year  was  not  very  varied  ;  the  first  quarter  was 
the  highest,  167  deaths,  and  the  second  the  least,  143  deaths;  the  other  two  quarters 
were  almost  alike,  144  and  143  deaths.  * 
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DEATHS  BY  OCCUPATIONS. 

(See  Table  24.) 

No.  of  Deaths,  6873  ;  Average  Age,  56.8  Years. 

(Deaths  under  the  heading  "  No  Occupation  Given,"  numbering  104,  a™  not  included 

in  this  Table.) 

A  change  has  been  made  in  the  construction  of  this  table.  In  1886,  the  deaths  by 
occupations  were  given  by  counties  only,  shewing  the  number  of  deaths  and  average  ages 
In  the  compilation  of  this  table,  the  ages  at  death  of  each  occupation  are  given  in  each 
quinquennial  period  of  life  from  20  years,  as  well  as  the  aggregate  and  average  ages, 
therefore  the  length  of  life  of  those  engaged  in  each  occupation  is  plainly  pointed  out. 
There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  returned  in  1887  of  573  over  the  number  returned 
in  1886. 

Class  I. — Cultivators  of  the  Soil. 

No.  of  Deaths,  2,858 ;  Average  Age,  61.9  Years. 

There  was  an  increase  of  182  deaths  of  farmers  and  gardeners.  Sixty-three  per  cent.,, 
or  1,818  of  them,  lived  to  be  over  sixty  years  of  age,  and  five  were  100  years  and  over 
at  the  time  of  their  deaths.  The  returns  also  shew  that  319  died  under  30  years  of  age. 
The  mortality  between  30  and  60  years  was  comparatively  small. 

Class  II. — Mechanics. 

No.  of  Deaths,  1,111 ;  Average  Age,  50.8  Years. 

The  returns  shew  an  increase  of  95  deaths  in  this  class,  and  the  most  fatal  period 
was  between  20  and  30  years.  There  was  quite  a  contrast  between  the  ages  at  death  of 
these  mechanics  ;  five  of  them,  viz.,  Masons,  Millwrights,  Shoemakers,  Tailors,  and 
Weavers,  died  at  an  average  age  of  57  years,  while  five  others,  viz.,  Moulders,  Printers, 
Painters,  Saddlers,  Harnessmakers,  Tobacconists,  Cigarmakers,  died  at  an  average  age  of  40 
years.  Carpenters  were  the  most  numerous,  185  of  them  having  died  ;  at  an  average  age  of 
52.4  years,  and  a  larger  number  died  between  20  and  25  years,  than  in  any  other 
quinquennial  period.  It  will  be  noticed,  however,  that  108  of  them  lived  to  be  over  50 
years.  The  occupations  of  Shoemakers  and  Tailors  are  not  generally  considered  conducive 
to  long  life,  the  statistics,  however,  shew  the  contrary,  as  their  average  age  at  death 
was  larger  than  that  of  the  majority  of  the  mechanics  enumerated  in  the  list.  Few  of 
them  died  under  30  years  of  age,  32  lived  to  be  over  70  years  of  age,  and  6  over  80  years 
of  age. 

Painters  and  Printers  are  the  shortest  lived  of  the  mechanics.  According  to  the 
returns,  their  average  age  was  only  a  little  over  40  years,  and  most  of  them  died  under 
30  years ;  only  3  reached  the  age  of  75  years. 

Class  III. — Labourers. 

No.  oj  Deaths,  998  ;  Average  Age,  52.7  Years. 

The  average  age  of  labourers  was  not  as  large  as  the  average  of  the  whole 
occupations.  Farm  labourers  were  not  distinguished  in  the  table  from  labourers  who 
worked  in  cities  and  towns.  The  latter  being  more  exposed  to  accidents,  etc.,  were 
not  generally  as  long-lived  as  the  former.  The  returns  shew  that  302  died  between  20  and 
30  years  of  age  principally  in  the  cities  and  towns,  while  the  majority  of  the  441  who 
died  at  60  years  and  over  were  farm  labourers,  or  of  those  working  in  the  rural  districts. 
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Glass  IV. — Business  Men,  Etc. 
No.  of  Deaths,  568  j  Aver  eg  e  Age,  Jf8.Jf   Years. 

In  this  class  are  included  several  occupations  which  tend  to  shorten  life,  viz.,  Book- 
keepers,Telegraph  Operators,  and  Lumbermen.  Of  the  140  Book-keepers  and  Clerks  who 
died  in  1887,  68  died  between  20  and  30  years  of  age,  and  only  21  lived  to  be  60  years  of 
age.  Telegraph  Operators  appeared  to  be  the  shortest  lived  ;  their  average  age  was  only 
23.3  years.  Only  the  deaths  of  eight  were  returned,  and  they  all  died  under  30  years  of 
age.  The  dangers  and  exposures  incidental  to  lumbering  caused  the  average  age  of  those 
who  followed  that  occupation  to  be  low,  viz.,  41.2  years. 

Merchants  numbered  207,  and  their  average  age  at  death  was  55.3  years;  only  14 
died  under  30  years,  and  101,  nearly  one-half  of  them,  died  between  50  and  70  years 
of  age. 

Class  V. — Professional  Men. 

No.  of  Deaths,  5Jf8  ;  Average  Age,  59.2  Years. 

The  onerous  duties  pertaining  to  the  professions  of  Divinity  and  Medicine  do  not 
appear  to  have  prevented  a  majority  of  them  from  living  to  a  good  old  age. 

Their  average  ages  at  death  were  respectively  64  and  59.4  years,  and  several  of 
them  lived  to  be  70  years  and  over.  No  clergyman  was  returned  as  dying  under  40  years 
of  age.  Lawyers  lives  were  not  so  long,  10  of  them  out  of  the  33  who  died  in  1887  were 
under  30  years  of  age,  and  only  7  reached  the  age  of  60  years  and  over. 

The  average  age  of  Public  Officials,  59.0  years,  was  considerably  over  the  general 
average  age.  Fifty-four  of  the  91  that  died  in  1887,  were  60  years  and  over  at  the  time 
of  their  death,  and  only  9  died  under  30  years  of  age,  therefore  it  is  evident  that  official 
employment  does  not  shorten  life.  The  returns  shew  that  33  female  teachers  died  at  the 
early  average  age  of  32.7  years,  19  died  under  30  years  of  age,  though  two  lived  to  be 
over  60  years.  It  must  not,  however,  be  forgotten  that  many  female  teachers  leave  the 
profession  in  early  life,  either  for  the  purpose  of  marrying  or  entering  into  some  other 
occupation. 

Class  VI. — Other  Employments. 

No.  of  Deaths,  IJfl  ;  Average  Age,  52.8   Years. 

The  deaths  returned  under  "  Volunteers,  Soldiers,  etc.,"  were  chiefly  those  of  pen- 
sioners of  the  British  Army  and  Navy,who  settled  in  Ontario  after  completing  their  term 
of  service. 

The  table  shews  that  of  the  54  deaths  of  these  pensioners,  etc.,  34  died  when  over 
70  years  of  age,  3  at  95  years,  and  1  at  over  100  years  ;  their  average  age  was  70.7  years, 
the  highest  average  age  of  any  occupation. 

Accidents  on  railways  were  the  cause  of  many  of  the  deaths  of  Railway  Employees, 
and  half  of  them  died  under  30  years  of  age ;  only  3  lived  to  be  70  years. 

Class  VII. — Females  at  Work. 

No.  of  Deaths,  lJf8  ;  Average  Age,  8J+.7  Years. 

Only  two  occupations  are  included  in  this  class,  female  Servants  and  Milliners  and 
Dressmakers.  Those  who  died  while  engaged  in  these  occupations  generally  died  young. 
The  table  shews  that  out  of  a  total  of  148  deaths  in  this  class,  86  died  under  30  years  of 
age,  and  only  28  lived  to  be  50  years  of  age. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  CREWE, 

Inspector. 

5*  (R  .G.) 
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